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EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
INDEPENDENT
TELEPHONE & TELECOMMUNICATIONS
ALLIANCE

September 13, 1996

RE@EW%‘EQ

/
Mr. William F. Caton SEP 13 1994
Acting Secretary FEDERAL ¢g
13 . . . MM . )
Federal Communications Commission oﬁ,m“g’iggggg Corttiz oy
N gy FL

1919 M Street, NNW.,
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex parte Matter, CC Docket No. 96-45, In the Matter of
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service

Dear Mr. Caton:
This letter responds to the request of Ms. Lygeia Ricciardi of the Commission's Office of
Plans and Policy, for information regarding the provision of various communication services to

healthcare providers by Independent Telephone and Telecommunications Alliance members in
their various service areas.

I am attaching to this letter the information provided to Ms. Ricciardi on this date.

In accordance with the requirements of Section 1.1206(a)(1) of the Commission's Rules,
two copies of this letter with attachments are being filed today for inclusion in the public record.

Sincerely,
b lure -{/Wf % ;ﬁ
Diane Smith

DS/ss

Attachment

cc: Ms. Lygeia Ricciardi

202-783-3970
FAX 202-783-3982
655 15th Street N.W.
Suite 220
Washington, DC 20005




MEMORANDUM

TO: Maura Gerdy
FROM: - Matr Dosch
DATE: September 12, 1996

RE: Tele-Medicine and Distance Learning Apglicaiions

Attached are several News Releases and handouts regarding the two tele-medicine and
distance lzarning activities Rock Hill Telephone Compary is currently involved in.

I The BEACON organization is a local partnersiip of the telephone company, the
Rock Hill Schocl District, a regional technical college and a local university.
among others. A distance learning wial atilizing the BEACON ATM network for
severai applications has been underway since Janvary of this year.

2) The iISCAN News Releases explain a new. state-wide conscrtium of independent
phone companies which will provide sumiiar applications on a state-wide basis.

[ realize this information may not be wthersauv seif-explanatory -- please call me with
any questions you may have.

Rock Hill
330 East Black Street
Rock Hill, sC 29730



BEACON

BEACON is o public/private sector colisbora-
fion in upstute South Carolina designed to
deliver the full benefils of the “Information
Highway” 1o ail sectors of the rurai and urban
populaticns of this region. This ATM
(Asynchronous Transfor Mode) fiber based
network supports < full range of data and
interactive 2-way video applications. Datg
speeds are sufficient fo support full-fext data-
base and multimedia applications concurrent
with multiple video conferences and intercuc-
five distance dasses between schocls, colleges,
versifies, and busi

Phase 1 implementation includes sites ot
Fort Mill High School, Northwestern High
School, Rock Hill High School, Rock Hilj
Teiephone Company, Winthrop University,
and York Technica! College. Phase 2 calls
for additional nodes to include Piedmont
Healthcare System in Rock Hill and
Lancaster, Lancaster High School,
University of South Carofina at Lancaster,
the City of Rock Hill, the York County Public
Library, Chester High School, anci other pri-
wite sector users.

Projected applications cover the spectrum

from education to health ccre and ‘fro‘
1king to economic development. 5

Business
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For Immediate Release
Contaet: Joszph W, Bolns
Lz MeCamunon

(803) 3278009
Community-wide fiber optic network proposed

February 24, 1985

A pregs conference is scheduled on Monday, Feoruary 27, at 1:00 p.m. in the
Buur M. Hood Center’s telecommunications theater to announce the
establishment of a community access network that uges the latest innovations in

fiber optic tachnology

The mouneemont, which will be made jointly by the Preeidents of Winthrop
University and York Tachnical Collegs, positions Rock Hill to bacoms the first
community in South Carcling to davelop a flber optic talecommunications

Initial applications of the network will include; two-way video conferencing, inter-
Library access, college credit courses for high school students, and internst access.
Later on, the network will be axpanded tc encompass broader community needs
such as modical care and sconomic development.

The partners in ths Rock Hill Community Access Network are listed below:

Piedmont Medical Center
Rock Hill Cable TV

Rock Hill School District 3
Rock Hill Talephone Company
The City of Rook H:ll

WNSC Channei 30
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YORK TECHNICAL COLLEGE/.

452 SOUTH ANDERSON ROAD
ROCK HiLL, S0OUTH CAROLINA 29730




Winthrop
University
36130
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SOUTH

CAROLINA

Seidgi &gy
Chooses AC&E

ATM Network Installed

r\) !
\_/ he Rockhill Schoot Distret

3 in Rock Hill South Cirolina
has awarded AC&E © controcr 0
msall distanve leaming
equipment in their schooi district.
surrounding districts. and other
educational  imstitutions.  The
geal of this particular project is
to iink vamious public and private
sector entities together with a
21st century tefecommunications

infrastructure, ¢ provide a

porttGiio Of inrermatien services
and interachive  telecomimunics-
tons facilities. ,

The objectives that needed @
De met were to ussure commun-
ity-wide  access,  focus  on
interactivity, tatlor each appli-
cation for the specific user
segments, and (o ensure a
network, that couid connect to
other comumunities regtonally
and statewide. Contaeed on Pige 7

Spring/Summer 1996
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Mter the mral bid opening,
the selection was reduced 1 1wa
vendors.  According o Dr.
Kodud of the Rock Hil?
Cistrict. upon further evaiuation,
ACE&E was chosen bised on four
CrHert.

First, was Stiectiveness.
Bused on the neads. as outitned vy
the school cisinet. the ACKE
nroponsal was setaally
not the least expense
soluton, but vfiered shom
¢ tlexible system that guve
them me best value “our
their sroposed budger.
Second. AC&E atlz W
guarantee the compaudiity of the
cquipment throughout the school
svstemt and  with systzms oeing
used vutside of the schoal disiriet -
ATM a5 weil as T-1 video
COompression {8canoiogy s 0 be
used. Third, ACKE was abie ‘¢

e
WY
,

Sciou!

cost

was

meet the time schaduie
requirements that were put forh
bv the schoo! district This

requirement was a very Key part of
the  decision-making  process.
Frally. and most imworturti); it
was decided trat AC&E otffered a

jointly

J:vcr.\c \'<‘»!u:i.’>:1 Al oocist ct’r'cctivc
P,

Ay u mart of the award. the bid
spectlications required ACLE o
aflow other educational “acliities in
the school district te buy off ot the
in order to he able W ake

contract
advuntagz  of  the  acgotaied
pricing. Immediatelyv. upon accep-

wnee of the contruet by Rock Hill

The cbiectives . . . were 10 assure community-wide access,
focus on tnteractivity, tailor each apolication

for the specific user segments,

and to ensure a network that could connect
to other commanities regionaily and statewide.

Schoet District 3 und ACKE Lid..
York Techmicui Colege tr Rock
Hill issued a purchase order for
eguipment to be mstalled in 4
newly reaovated classrcom.

The pilot initiative for the Rock
Hil  Business, Educauon, and
Community  Orline  Network
(BEACON) is designec 1o suppor?
development and impiementaton
ot apglications in an ATM jiber-
Optic network 2nvironment. nitial
sties include 2 number of high
$21001s and Jolleges.

The BEACON purtners will
develop and implement

sueh ast distanee
fucuity  developrent
compuier Network
mteriibrary
netng: and heaith, drug
heaith

applications
learning:
SeMinirs:
RTEATY

teleconters
dhuse.  and  community
programming,

ACKE uand Newbridge once
again «dd to their oint distapce
fcarning successes witn the Rock

Hili School Districs
project. Roex Hill ulifizes
the same vide:r hub concept
that is so suecessiui in twe
Arkansas distance legrning
network installec by
AC&E and Newbridge. The video
hub employs Newbridze 3615
Mamn  Sweet ATM and  motien
JPEG technolcgies 16 deliver aeur-
anulog quality video throughoui
the cistunee learning network, The
AC&E-desizoed video hus acts
simiar t¢ an MCU to pro\?dc
vides routing and audic bridging
fer muitipoint  sessions. The
ACKE hub also provides a quad-

dUCUSST

imege Teature which  enabies
multile  vites 0 e viewed
simultanecusly, a r2awre that 1.

Just perinming (o be otfered by T-
MCU manufacturers.




A

ETN

PRESS RELEASE

SOUTH CAROLINA INFORMATION SUPERHIGHWAY
TO BE CREATED BY 22 TELEPHONE COMPANIES

(Columbia, SC. June 10, 1994; -- A new reizcommunications network service, :he first

of its kind in the nation, wili be created in Scuth Curolina by twenty-twe teiephone

companies throughout the state.

Named iSCAN®™, the limited purtnership company will provide the state's first true
nformatior. supernighway service, (Government, business, medical and sducaticnal
instituzions. as well as the generai public, will have access to the new statzwide network

for voice, data and video comrunicaticns.

“Manv of the components needed for an nformanon superhighway already exist in
officer of :SCAN's

cable iafrastructure

South Carciina.” said W. J. Jordan, presiden: and chisf executive
general partner, Scuth Carolina Net, Inc. "An excelient {ber cptic
or "backbore' is in place, thanks to the local teiephone companies w this state. You
mught say that the ‘superhighway’ exists: whai we nesd to add are the ‘op-ramps’

iSCAN provides switching and contro] equipment that serves as on-ramps. 2nd we

supply the people and knowisdge needed 0 build and manage the information

superhighway in South Carelina.

"iISCAN provides the means (o linkx existing local networks at businesses and
educaticnal. medical and gevernment instituticns.” Jordan expiamed, “with 4 wide-area

buckbone' nerwork (0 create un nromaiion superhighway accessibie to virually

anyone with a computer.”



information SpaMRIONNAY rogted. P ”

iSCAN offers agvanced Asynchronous Transter Mode (ATM) rechnology. which sermuts voice.
datz and video wraffic to be carried simulizneousiy on the same network. eliminzing the need Jor

separaste networks for eacn.  The systsm utilizes state-ci-the-art switching eguipment from

Newb:idge Networks strategically placed throughcut South Carciina,

Inicially, :SCAN will operate only in South Curclira, but wiil expand 1o become a sutionuyl

provider within five vears, Jordan said.

"ATM retworks, serving as information siuperhighwavs, exist in severa) staes. sut iSCAN is

believed 10 be the first enhanced service provider 1o offer turn-key, snd-io-end service,” saic

Jordan. “That is, we wil! provide every service and all equipment necessary o link businesses and

institutions to the nerwork. We will assist in defining network aeeds and urpiementing the

approach selecrtsd, while replacing the neeg for separate in-house swff groups and equipment

systemns for sact different transport technelogy. ISCAN will also eliminate the nesd for manags:
‘0 deal with severul comparies o launcn and manan 1 network project. Ultimately, iSCAN will

provide the means for every cme in South Carolina to be connecied tc a vast information

superiigawsy.

"The beneflts for South Carolinians are far-reacaung,” Jordan continued. “Imagine a docior at an

ocm in Gresnville being able to mswandy view the medical records of 4 paten. from

~ar -

smergency i
Charleston. Imagine o businessman 10 Calumbis conducting a video conference with associates in
Rock Hill and Fiorence, with eych purncipent gble ro see aad ik wim the others.  Imuogine

studenis al schcols all over the state viewlg and 2ven guestioning o ieciurer -- in New York or

Los Angeles or anvwhers (n the country.

- more -



Information Superhighway created. Page 3.

"ISCAN will make it possible for pecple ¢ coneuct banking. to view zovernment information. 1o
enjov enterlainment-on-cemand, to 2ccess worlds of informaticn from the comfort of their homes.
The possibilities are encless.” Jordan said. "and limuted only by the :maginaiions of peopie in
government, business, medica: and educauonal institutions around the state and the nation :wvho

want 0 provida services on the information superhighway.

"ATM techrology is the piatform of the future.” exptained Jordan, "ATM detivers the capacity
customers will need. ang it provides greut flexibility :n bandwidth allccation, aliowing voice. data.
video. und image traffic tc be cammied on the sume bandwidih, eliminating the need ror separate
networks for each. 3By consolidating waffic from networks based on other technoiogies (o a

common ATM platform. performance improvements can be sudstantial.”

iSCAN is utilizing a state-oi-the-art Newtridge™ ATMner™ slatform with Newbridge backbone

switches strategicailv placed in Columbiz, Greenville and Charleston.

Newbridge Networks Vice President of Marketing Irfan Al said, “The system can manage
thousands of sites and provide end-to-end control Jom u single point. inciuding point-and-click
configurat:on. partitioning. and extensive collesung of buling :nformatdon and other important
staustics.  Currently, Newbridge network products are in use by the worid's 200 largest
telecommunications and more thar i0.0CO corporatons. government organizations and other

ins:itutions in more than 73 countres.”

== Rore -
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i1SCAN has headquarters at the Puimetto Center on Miin Sireet in Columbia. Final testing of
network centrol sguipment is being compieted this month. The founding partrers of iSCAN are
Biuffion Teiephone Company, Chesnee Telephone Compuny, Chester Telephone Company.
Farmers Telsphone Cooperative, Fort Mill Telephone Coumpany, Hurzray Telephone Company,
Home Telephone Compuny. Horrv Telephone Cooperauve. Luncaster Telephone Company,
Lockhart Telephone Company, McClellanvilie Telephone Company, Norway Telephone
ampany, Paimetto Rural Telephone Cooperative, Piedmont Rural Teleshone Cooperative, Pond
Branct Teiephone Company, Ricge Telephone Company, Ridgewsy Telephone Company, Rock
Hill Telephone Company, Sandhill Teiephone Cooperative. St. Stephen’s Telephone Company,
West Caroiina Rural Telephone Cooperative, Williston Teiephone Company, and South Carolina

Net. Inc. {(General Partner).

iISCAN is the registered trademark ot iSCAN, L.P.. a South Carolina Limited Partnersniip.
Newbridge and ATMnet ars registerad trademarks of Newbridge Nenworks Corporation.

Contacts:

W_J Jjnedan. President and Chief Executive Officer

South Carclina Net, Inc., 1425 Main St.. Suite T0U0, Coiumpia, 3C 29201, 303-T71-7470, hidd @3cnei.com
or :SCAN, Paimesto Cenrer, 1426 Main St.. Suite 1010, Colump:a. SC 29201, 303-771-0575

Vivian Kelly, Manager, Media Reiations
Newtridge Nerworks Corporatien, 593

vivian_kelly @ newbridge.com
IT we may be of assistance arranging interviews or photographs. piease contact:
Bug Dark, Dark I Marxenng, Inc.. 319 Oakland Avenue, Rock Hiil, SC 29730, 803-328-2180.

darkiii @infoave.aet

Herndon . Parkway, Hemuon, VA 22070, 703-736-3761.



BACKGROUND
ISCAN™

A New Telecommunications Network Service

Introduction

Traditionally, communications services — both private and public ~ have
been provided by single network platforms dedicated to specific functions.
Video services have been delivered on video networks. data services on
data networks, and voice servicas on voice nerworks. While single-service
platforms remain useful, both private and public network operators are
finding the need to have multi-service networks. As the demand for veice,
data and video netwerking grows network providers are discovering the
efficiencies of muiti-tiered, multi-srvice nerworks, as well as the ease of

creating them thanks to new techndogies,

Changing User Environment

The communications needs of businessesand institutions are changing

rapidly, Corpcrations and government agencies are more dependent on

increasing amounts of information that must be linked to multiple locations.

The entertainment industry, for example, is focusing on new muitimedia
applicaticns to be delivered to homes. The financial Industry Is striving to
introduce and expand personal computer banking services, and with these
services come new security and rellability needs. Additionally, the

explosion in the use of the Internet will add massive demands.

The mix of traffic ~ characterized as voice, data and video -~ on

telecommunications networks is aisc changing. A recent study (Yankee

- Mmcre -
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Background. Page 2.

Group. 4/95) shows that end-users' needs for voice continues o grow at a modest
rate while the need for dara communications is Increasing significantly. Video
networking is also experiencing growing demand as network operators seek t©
improve the quality and decrease the cost of corporate, medical and educational

communications.

in short, the demand for communications capacity Is increasing dramatically.

Suppiy must be expanded and cost efficiency is paramount.

To meet these challenges, today's telecommunications manager has been faced with

a complex choice of rechnological questions, Will he use a pubilc or private
network? Does he need local or wide-area networking? How do tariffs and related
costs affect his decisions? Mow does he plan for future growth without incurring

unnecessary costs today?

Solutions

The nature of networking suggests that the more users sucported, the more efficient

a network becomes. Thus. when more users share one network, that network canp

be more cost efficient for both suppliers and end-users.

A single common network "backbone” that can accommodare the existing and the
newer tynes of communications traffic is the answer. Asynchronous Transfer Mode

(ATM) is the technology that makes such a "backbone* economically feasibie.

- more --



Background. Page 3.

ATM networks are being used to consclidate traffic from networks based on other
technologies including TDM, X.25, ISDN and frame relay. By migrating these
technologies to a common ATM backbone, performance improvements are
substantial. Not onily does ATM deliver the capacity reqguired, it also provides great
fAexibility In network allocation, ailowing voice, data, LAN. video, and image wraffic

to be carried on the same bandwidth.

Summary

ATM technoclogy provides the means to link existing iccai networks and computers
at government, business. medical and educational institutions, as well as at
individual homes, with a wide-area "bacibone” nerwork m create a vast informatien

superhighway accessible o virtually anyone with a compurer.

#HR

Reference: The Evolution of Business Networking
by Larry Hettick and Mike Wilkinson, September, 1995

iSCAN is the reg:stered trademark of :SCAN. L.P._ a South Carolina Limited Partership,

Contacts:
W. J. Jordan, President and Chief Executive Officer _
South Caralina Net, Irc., 1426 Main 3L, Suite 1000, Columbia. SC 29201, 803-771-7476, kidd@scnet.com

or iSCAN, Paimetto Center, 1426 Main St.. Suite 1010 Coiymbia, SC 29201, 803.771-0575

Vivian Kelly, Manager, Media Reiations
Newbridge Networks Corporation, 93 Hemdon Parkway, Herndon, VA 22070, 703.736-5761.

vivian_kelly@newbridge.com
17 we may be of gssistance arranging interviews or phoxagrapb;. piease contact:
Bud Dark, Dark [fI Marketing, Inc., 319 Qakiand Avenue, Rock Hiil. SC 29730, 303-328.21 80, darkiii@infoave.net
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ROSEVILLE TELEPHONE COMPANY
TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Roseville Telephone Company’'s Tech Ed Program provides technology services
to schools and libraries for integrating advanced technology programs, such as
access to the Internet and videoconferencing into scheool curriculums. The
following are the primary elements of the Tech Ed Program.

Roseville Telephone Company provides up to five ISDN (Integrated Services
Digital Network) lines per site. Four lines can facilitate actual learning
environments such as computer and media labs, classrooms and libraries.

A fifth line can be used in an administrative environment.

Roseville Telephone Company provides inside wiring of up to two
classrooms per site.

Roseville Telephone Cempany provides an alternative $3,000 per site credit
(in lieu of ISDN) for those institutions with an interest in advanced technology
services such as Frame Relay.

Roseville Telephone Company provides free service area toll calls for a one-
year period.

Roseville Teiephone Company contributes to the Detwiler Foundation to
assist the Foundation in its activities. (Detwiler is a non-profit corporation
working with correctional institutions to rehabilitate donated computers for
program participants).

Roseville Telephone Company's Tech Ed Program combines the benefits of
both Pacific Bell's and General Telephone’s company technology programs.

Participating schools have until February 7, 1998 to apply for the Tech Ed
Program by submitting a technology action plan and Tech Ed application.

Roseville Telephone Company will assist in designing economical end-to-
end equipment solutions.
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Qe.)
AS.)

Q10.)
A10.)

ROSEVILLE TELEPHONE COMPANY
TECH ED

Questions & Answers

What products and services are covered by the Tech Ed Program?
ISDN, or a credit for other broadband services and the appropriate ISON

terminal equipment.

What applications does Tech Ed support?

The Tech Ed program supports data and video applications. Schools and
libraries may receive four ISON fines for district teleleaming and one ISDN
line for administrative use.

Who qualifies for the Tech Ed?
K-12 public schools, private schools of 100 students or more registered with the

State Department of Education, and public libraries.

Are there restrictions on how the applications are used?

The service is for use by students and teachers for learning applications. The data
and video applications may be used for other reasons as long as the primary use
is being met. '

Are there restrictions on where the ISDN lines ¢an be installed?
The ISDN lines must terminate at a bona fide leaming location such as a computer
lab, media lab classroem, school library etc.

May customers use the value of the Tech Ed as a credit on their RTC bills?

No. At no time will credit be applied relative to existing wiring or a customer's
reference for other products or services other than $3,000 credit for broadband
services.

Deces RTC's Tech Ed Program allow for the free wiring of classrooms?
Yes. The program does allow for the wiring of up to two qualified leamning
locations, i.e. computer, multi-media lab, classroom, etc.

What category of wiring is provided under Tech Ed?
All wire will be category three. Category 3 supports (SON data and video
applications,

Will Tech Ed participants be covered by any Inside Wire Maintenance plans?
Yes. Free of charge for one year.

What happens if a school is already using ISON?

Schools using ISON for telecomputing and/or interactive telelearning will receive
the service free, or they may elect to install additional ISDN lines. If schools
chooss the free service option, RTC will negotiate a start date to change the billing
for one year of free service.



Q11.) If a school orders Centrex service in association with the Tech Ed ISDN offer, is

. the Centrex service establishment charge covered?
A11.) No. Centrex service establishment charges are the responsibility of the participant.

Q12.) Arelong distance charges outside of RTC's service area covered under Tech Ed?
A12.) No. Usage charges for interexchange carrier services are the responsibility of the

participant.

Q13.) Do vendor discounts apply to all schools and libraries or just to Tech Ed
participants?

A13.) Vendor discounts are negotiated for Tech Ed. Additional discounts or special
terms and conditions would need to be identified on an individual basis between

venders and participants.

Q14.) What procurement process has been established for schools and libraries to buy

equipment at the Tech Ed prices?
A14)) RTC will coordinate sessions between schools and vendors.

Q15.) When does the Tech £d Program expire?
A15.) Participating schools and libraries have until February 7, 1998 to submit
applications. Provisioning of the ISDN service and program support will continue

beyond the deadline date for applications.

Q16.) How will you determine the order in which applicants receive Tech Ed benefits?
A18.) The impiementation process will be on a first-come, first-served basis. However,
those schools equipped and ready to take advantage of tech Ed will most likely be

served first.

Q17.) What is the process for a school or library to take advantage of Tech Ed?

A17.) RTC is providing application packages to eligible schaol district and libraries.
Applicants must fill out a two-page application, include a copy of their technology
plan, and submit the package to RTC. An RTC representative will review the
application and work with the schools and libraries to ensure the technology plan

qualifies.

Q18.) Do all eligible educational institutions have access to ISDN?
A18.) Yes. RTC's ISDN service is offered throughout our service territory.

Q19.) Are other services besides ISDN, for example Frame Relay, included in the Tech

Ed offer?
A19.) RTC will offer a $3,000 alternative credit for services, such as Frame Relay.
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The Sacramento Bee

High-tech era advancing
in Roseville, Granite Bay

By Art Campos
Bee Staff Writer

Schools and libraries in Roseville and
Granize Bay are nearixg the on-ramp to the
information superzizhway.

With Roseville Teiephone Co.’s help, 43
schools and librarigs within the company’s
service area may soon have the capability of
providing high-tecz information to students
and librarv users.

The telephone company is awaiting ap-
proval from the California Public Utilities
Commission o install up to Ave inzegrated
services digital merwork (ISDN) lines per
school or library 2t mo charge, with the
monthly basic service and local service area
toll 20 be {ree for ane vear,

“This is absolutaly wonderful,” said
Debbie Bettencourt, assistant superinten-
dent for business in the Roseville City
Sclool District. “This will put us in“Tine
witl our goal of providing the latest tech-
nology to our students.”

Kelvin Lee, superintendent of the Dry

reek Elementary School Districe, said his
schools would be able © compete with other
schools nationwide.

Tae “Tech Ed” proposal comes on the
beels of whart Pacific Bell has been provid-
ing thkis year for sckocls and libraries
throughout the state, including Sacramen-
10.

Since January, 215 scheois in California
bave “wired up” under the program. The
connection of schools to the [niermet was
made possible by Pacific Telesis’ $100 mil-
lion Education First initiative.

Phil Quigley, chairman of Pacific Telesis,
the communications corporation of which
Pacific Bell is a subsidiary, said about 700
schools in tke telephone company’'s service
area have some form of digital connaction to
the superhighway.

“Qur goal is to get that numzer 0 9,000."
he said, adding that the figure would con-
sdtute 100 percent of the schools in Pacific
Bell’s territory.
~ In the Roseville area, which is zot ser-
viced by Pacific Bell, Roseville Telephone
Co. agreed to provide connectons for librar-
ies and five school districts witkix the ser-
vice area.

The Roseville Joint Union High School
District and thae elementary school districts
of Roseville City, Dry Creex and Eureka
Union will be beneficiaries of tke Tech Ed
program.

A small portion of the San Juan Unified
School Distriet is within the Roseville Tele-
phone service area, and schools witkin that
bo%fdazy will also he eligible. the company
sai
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Roseville Tele wins
approval to offer
schools ISDN lines

By JIM JANSSEN
The Press-Tribune

ROSEVILLE — The Roseville

Telephone Co. has won regulatory
approval to help schools and libra-
ries within its service area hookup
to the Internet.

Underits Tech Ed program, ap-
proved by the California Public
Utilides Comrmission, the com-
pany will offer schools and Jibra-
ries free Integrated Services Digi-
tal Network (ISDN) installation
and a free year of service. [SDN is
a high-speed digital phone line
thatisused for data transmission.

The company will provide up to
five ISDN lines per school. Fourof
the lines must be used in class-
rooms, libraries, computer rooms
and media labs. The fifth line can
be used by the school's
administration. i

The more than 40 K-12 public
and a handful of private schools
within the company’s service area
will have two years to submit an
application for the service. Pri-
vate schools qualify if they serve
100 or more students and are re-
gistered with the state Depart-
ment of Education.

Installation of the phone lines
for the program will be free and
monthly basic service and local
service area toll will be free for ane
year. In the second year, the com-
pany wiil charge a discounted
rate, yet to be determined. The

company s working with the PUC -

to establish an education access
rate to ensure affordable telecom-
munications for public schools
and libraries.

The Tech Ed program also of-

fers an alternative credit of
$3,000 for advanced data sarvices,
high-speed computer data and
video phone lines and offsetting
usage costs for these lines, such as
frame relay. .

*The beauty of the grant is it
provides an alternative orin-kind

money to schools who already
have ISDN,” said Dry Creek Dis-
trict Superintandent Kalvin Lee.
“Cur diatrict already has ISDNin-
stalled and we hope to take ad-
vantage of the funds for consult.
ing help or other equipment. It's
very fortunate to have the flexibil-
ity to use the grant to complement
existing tschnology in our
district.” '

Roseville. Telephone has been
involved in providing its techno-
logical resources to the Dry Creek
School District since the late
1980s. ,

Raseville Telephone’s Tech Ed
program combines the benefits of
both Pacific Bell and General
Telephone's education plans.

“Roseville Telephone’s prog-
ram is unique in that it combines
the best of what programa have
bean submitted so far and offers
additional services,” said Phil
Germond, Rosevills Telephone’s
general sales manager.

In- sddition, Roseville Tele-
phone will provide a $5,000 initial
contribution to the Detwiler
Foundation % assist the founda-
tion in & computer matching prog-

ram to aquip schools with compu-.

ters necessary to meet the techni.
cal opportunities and challenges
of tha 21st century. Detwiler is a

‘non-profit corporation working
‘with correctional institutions to

rehabilitate donated computer
equipmaent.
According to company officials,

‘the Tech Ed program recognizes

that it is essential for students to
be prepared to use today’s ad-
vanced technology.

*Roseville Telephone is com-
mitted to integrating technology
to all of the educational facilities
in our service area by the end of
1996,> said company president
Brian Strom. “Our company has
long made significant eontribu.
tions to local schools and will con-
tinue to expand that commitment
in the future.”
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PictureTel videoconferencing chosen for major new
K -12 distance learning network in northern Pennsylvania

PictureTel and Commonwealth Telephone Company partner to help create the
nation’s largest multi-state primary school dial-up videcconferencing netwerk

CANVERS, Miass. — Mav 1, 1996 -- The Northern Tier Rural Distance Learnirg
Consortium in Pennsvivania recently chose PictureTal® videcconferencing soiutens w0
help create what is believed 40 be the largest primary schoo! distance learning retwork in
the country. The conscrtium, which 1s using a federal grant 'o build the network, is
purchasing e videcconferencing svstems from Commonweaith Telepiione Corpany of
Dallas, Fern . a PictureT 2] zuthorized dealer.

The Northern Tier Consortiunt, which has its headauarters i Towanda, 22,

rovides videoconierercing services to six rural scheol distrizss and thiee collages -
inciuding Penn State University -- encomryassing nearly 15,000 students. The zonsortium
recently received a five-year, $2.9 million Technology Chailenge Grant from the US.
government, which it will use to expand its program.

The consortium pians to expand its PicrureTel videoconferencing network o 40
schools in 23 rural districts in Pennsylvania, New [ersey and Naw Yerk over the next 12
months. Over the next saveral vears, the ccrsCreum plans to deploy more thar 100

-nose-
Commonwealth Telephone

100 Lake Street
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PictareTel videosonferencing systems “hroughout its member area, which will make this
the natdcn’s largest mulh-state primary schoo. diai-1p distance ecucation network.

The consortium previously used a $5C0,000 grant frem the U.S. Department of
Agriculture’s Rural Slectrificanon Administration to estabiish its inital distance education
program in northern Penrsylvania,

“PictureTel videocenfarencing is used to provide elementary, ouddle, secordaxy
and college students access to educaticnal opporturities not ava:labie in cur rural areas,”
said Dr. Darzel Paul, prasicent of the Northern Tier Distance Learning Conscrtium. “This
federal grant will allow us o make available high quality educaton to all students,
regardless c: their lecation.”

Cerscrtium members shars facuity as well as course develocpment resources in
order ¢ previde a full course curriculum via PictureTel’s industry-leading group
videcconferencing systems. nclucing the System 4000 ZX, at ali school locatiors. Career
development pregrams aiso are available o area adults threugh the network.

“PictureTel is pleased that our videcconferencing solutions are being used to

errich the educational experience for students in these rural areas,” said Jcan !

Jevins, vice
president of customer sagzrert marketing for PictursTel. “FicruzeTel's market-leading
diswance educaticn applications will expand the sourdaries of the classroom to include
thousands of students n the corscrtium region.”

Comumonwealth Telechore Company is the communications carrier for the
¢

cistance educaZon network and has worked with the corsortium since its inception. [

~more-
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provides PictureTel systems, networking and bricging services for use over
Commenweaith’s digital chone lres It has installed PictureTel systems in each of the
distance learning classrooms, includirg sridging capabilities that enadle multiple
classtooms to cerununicate with eack other simultaneously.

The federal gran: is one of the most signifizaat and mnovative efforts tc promots
distance learning in rura] areas. The PictureTe! distance learning networx is ccrisidered a
national mcdel for scheol districts naticnwide.

PictureTel Cerperancrn (NASTAL: PCTL! is the world leader in
videccerferercing with an estimated 50 percent worldwide market share. With mere
than 35CC svsterns being used for distance educanon in corporate and educational facilites
around the world, PictureTe! customers can access a wide array of trainers, educators and
conter: providers easily and economically.  Addizonal PictureTe! information is available
on the nternet at http://wivw.picturetel.com. PietureTel -- Anywiere Now T4

-End -

PicturzTel i3 a registered trademaric of PictureTel Corporation. Amyshere Now :$ a trademark of Pieture Tel
Corporation,

Recent PretursTel news reizases 1re availavle &y cailing 1-800-718-60C0, extension 4 (LS. end Zanada only).



